
1

2022 world cup

Betting GuIDE

VSiN SeasonPrep Featuring:
Previews, predictions and best bets for all eight groups, plus title value bets and Golden Boot value bets

NEYMAR AND BRAZIL (+400) 
ARE FAVORITES TO BRING 

HOME THE FIFA WORLD CUP 

TROPHY IN QATAR



2

Contents

GROUP PREVIEWS WRITTEN BY NIGEL SEELEY.
ALL ODDS WITHIN GUIDE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

photos by USA Today Sports Images

WRITERS: Josh Appelbaum, Patrick Meagher,
Mike Palm, Matt Santos, Nigel Seeley, Amal Shah
LAYOUT AND DESIGN: Matt Devine
VP OF DIGITAL CONTENT: Ben Fawkes
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER: Bill Adee

FEATURES
3
Welcome to the 2022 VSiN World Cup Betting Guide

4
Odds to Win World Cup

5
World Cup Groups – Odds to Win Group

6
DraftKings Schedule and Lines

10
World Cup Predictions

11
VSiN Expert World Cup Value Bets

13
VSiN Expert Golden Boot Value Bets

14
World Cup Betting Tips

15
Soccer Betting Strategies

VSIN STAFF/CONTRIBUTORS

GROUP INDEX

16
Group A

Ecuador, Netherlands, Qatar, Senegal

18
Group B

England, Iran, USA, Wales

20
Group C

Argentina, Mexico, Poland, Saudi Arabia

22
Group D

Australia, Denmark, France, Tunisia

24
Group E

Costa Rica, Germany, Japan, Spain

26
Group F

Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Morocco

28
Group G

Brazil, Cameroon, Serbia, Switzerland

30
Group H

Ghana, Portugal, South Korea, Uruguay



3

While Christmas comes but once a year, the World Cup is an even more special event, coming just once every 
four years. A lot has changed in the U.S. sports betting market since the last World Cup in 2018, as only three 
states had legalized sports betting; now, sports betting is legal in over 30.

France won the World Cup in 2018, and will look to defend its title against 31 other nations, including the 
United States, which shockingly missed out on the World Cup in 2018. The U.S. is in Group B, with Iran, Wales 
and England.

This guide will help get you prepared for the big event, with title value bets, Golden Boot wagers, an article 
from Mike Palm on betting strategies, a piece from Josh Appelbaum on soccer betting basics and Group A-H 
previews from our handicapper Nigel Seeley. VSiN hosts Amal Shah and Patrick Meagher contributed their 
thoughts on group winners and value bets, along with producer (and soccer super fan) Matt Santos.

Why is the World Cup different for bettors?

Perhaps, it’s best if Nigel Seeley explains:

“The World Cup is the biggest, most prestigious soccer tournament in the world and each round of matches 
has a very different feel.
 
“The opening group matches are very tight, nervy encounters with the fear of losing the opening match high 
on players’ and coaches’ minds. Going into a World Cup, the first rule is: You can’t lose the opening match.
 
“Matchday 2 is far more tactical with teams that have both opened with a win, happy to take a point and 
head into the final group match unbeaten.
 
“Matchday 3 is always the crazy matches with teams testing players on the roster. If they have already 
qualified, players are trying to prove a point and break into the team. Sides already eliminated are just 
wanting to head home (even more so this season).
 
“So, for bettors, you have to come at each match stage differently.
 
“The other big difference: The conditions!! The early kickoffs with the heat and humidity will  definitely suit the 
African, South American nations ahead of the European. So there could be potential shocks in those early 
games.
 
“That’s very different from any other tournament with teams from the same continent.”

We hope this guide gets you prepared for the most exciting month of soccer in the world. Nigel will also 
appear on VSiN frequently and will have daily best bets columns on VSiN.com.

Enjoy!

Ben Fawkes
VP, Digital Content VSiN



odds to win 

world cup
TEAM ODDS
BRAZIL +400
ARGENTINA +500
FRANCE +700
ENGLAND +850
SPAIN +850
GERMANY 10-1
NETHERLANDS 12-1
PORTUGAL 14-1
BELGIUM 16-1
DENMARK 25-1
URUGUAY 40-1
CROATIA 50-1
SERBIA 80-1
SWITZERLAND 80-1
SENEGAL 100-1
MEXICO 130-1
USA 130-1
ECUADOR 150-1
POLAND 150-1
SOUTH KOREA 200-1
WALES 200-1
CAMEROON 250-1
CANADA 250-1
GHANA 250-1
JAPAN 250-1
MOROCCO 250-1
QATAR 300-1
AUSTRALIA 400-1
IRAN 500-1
TUNISIA 500-1
COSTA RICA 800-1
SAUDI ARABIA 800-1
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GROUP A
NETHERLANDS  -280
SENEGAL  +450
ECUADOR  +500
QATAR  10-1

GROUP B
ENGLAND  -305
WALES  +550
USA  +600
IRAN  18-1

GROUP C
ARGENTINA -250
MEXICO  +450
POLAND  +550
SAUDI ARABIA 21-1

GROUP D
FRANCE -215
DENMARK +250
TUNISIA 12-1
AUSTRALIA 18-1

GROUP E
SPAIN -112
GERMANY +115
JAPAN 11-1
COSTA RICA 70-1

GROUP F
BELGIUM -155
CROATIA +225
MOROCCO +900
CANADA 12-1

GROUP G
BRAZIL -305
SERBIA  +600
SWITZERLAND  +600
CAMEROON  20-1

GROUP H
PORTUGAL -167
URUGUAY +210
GHANA  13-1
SOUTH KOREA  13-1
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world cup groups
(Odds to Win Group)



Division Preview and Team Outlooks by Wes Reynolds
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schedule and lines

ROUND OF 16
Saturday, December 3
A1 vs. B2, 9:00 a.m.
C1 vs D2, 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 4
D1 vs. C2, 9:00 a.m.
B1 vs. A2, 1:00 p.m.

Monday, December 5
E1 vs. F2, 9:00 a.m.
G1 vs H2, 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 6
F1 vs E2, 9:00 a.m.
H1 vs G2, 1:00 p.m.

QUARTERFINALS
Friday, December 9
Quarterfinal 1, 9:00 a.m.
Quarterfinal 2, 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 10
Quarterfinal 3, 9:00 a.m.
Quarterfinal 4, 1:00 p.m.

SEMIFINALS
Tuesday, December 13
Semifinal 1, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 14
Semifinal 2, 1:00 p.m.

THIRD PLACE
Saturday, December 17
Loser of Semifinal 1 vs. Loser of Semifinal 2, 9:00 a.m.

FINAL
Sunday, December 18
Winner of Semifinal 1 vs. Winner of Semifinal 2, 9:00 a.m.
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World cup

predictions

GROUP A

GROUP B

GROUP C

GROUP D

GROUP E

GROUP F

GROUP G

GROUP H

WORLD CUP WINNER

NETHERLANDS -280
SENEGAL +450
ECUADOR +500
QATAR 10-1

ENGLAND -305
WALES +550
USA +600
IRAN 18-1

ARGENTINA -250
MEXICO +450
POLAND +550
SAUDI ARABIA 21-1

FRANCE -215
DENMARK +250
TUNISIA 12-1
AUSTRALIA 18-1

SPAIN -112
GERMANY +115
JAPAN 11-1
COSTA RICA 70-1

BELGIUM -155
CROATIA +225
MOROCCO +900
CANADA 12-1

BRAZIL -305
SERBIA +600
SWITZERLAND +600
CAMEROON 20-1

PORTUGAL -167
URUGUAY +210
GHANA 13-1
SOUTH KOREA 13-1

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

NETHERLANDS SENEGAL NETHERLANDS SENEGAL NETHERLANDS SENEGAL NETHERLANDS SENEGAL

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

ENGLAND WALES ENGLAND USA ENGLAND USA ENGLAND USA

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

ARGENTINA MEXICO ARGENTINA MEXICO ARGENTINA MEXICO ARGENTINA MEXICO

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

DENMARK FRANCE FRANCE DENMARK FRANCE DENMARK DENMARK FRANCE

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

SPAIN GERMANY GERMANY SPAIN SPAIN GERMANY SPAIN GERMANY

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

BELGIUM CANADA BELGIUM CROATIA BELGIUM CANADA CROATIA BELGIUM

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

BRAZIL SERBIA BRAZIL SWITZERLAND BRAZIL SERBIA BRAZIL SERBIA

FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND FIRST SECOND

PORTUGAL URUGUAY PORTUGAL URUGUAY URUGUAY PORTUGAL PORTUGAL URUGUAY

Amal ShahNigel Seeley Patrick Meagher Matt Santos

ARGENTINA ARGENTINA ARGENTINABRAZIL
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England +800
Amal Shah
The Three Lions are back and once again will try and duplicate the success of 
1966. This is a very experienced side with 820 caps at the international level. This 
team has talent at every level, but how they handle expectations as the pressure 
ramps up in each round remains to be seen. With Trent Alexander-Arnold and 
Harry Kane on this roster, the talent is there, but can they finish?

Netherlands 12-1
Amal Shah
Despite never having won a World Cup – but coming close on three different 
occasions – the Dutch will be a force in Qatar. Missing the 2018 World Cup and 
receiving a favorable group should prove beneficial in the early stages for The 
Clockwork Orange. Keep an eye on PSV’s Cody Gakpo and Memphis Depay, as 
their performances will determine how far this team goes. 

Matt Santos
The Flying Dutchmen had the luck of the draw back on April 1st when they drew 
Group A, which features Senegal, Ecuador, and Qatar. The Netherlands toughest 
test in the group comes on November 21st vs Senegal, a team that potentially could 
be without Bayern München star Sadio Mané (leg injury). The Netherlands should 
run through the rest of the group and advance to the Round of 16 having to face 
the runner-up of Group B, which I think will be either the United States or Wales. 
Both matchups would favor the Netherlands. After that is where it can get tough for 
Oranje, as they would have to potentially face Argentina in the quarterfinals and 
move on to potentially meet Brazil in the semifinals. Two very tough matches before 
even playing in the final. 

Still, the Netherlands squad is incredibly talented with players like Virgil van Dijk 
(Liverpool), Denzel Dumfries (Inter) and Memphis Depay (Barcelona) and should 
be highly motivated after missing out on the World Cup in 2018. With a perceived 
easier pathway to the quarterfinals than most, The Flying Dutchmen at 15/1 have 
value to make a run this World Cup. The deeper they go in the tournament, there 
will be a potential spot to hedge that ticket if you don’t like the matchup they’re 
heading into.

Belgium 14-1 
Patrick Meagher
Belgium finished third in 2018 and enters this year’s tournament lacking momentum. 
However, they are very talented and Kevin De Bruyne is special. It’s a club under 
the radar that is easy to root for.

(continued on next page)

VSiN 
Expert 
World Cup 
Value Bets

JULIAN STRAWTHER
MEMPHIS DEPAY, 
NETHERLANDS
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Portugal 17-1
Nigel Seeley
Cristiano Ronaldo craves a first World Cup to cement his already incredible 
legacy. For so many World Cups and Euros it has felt like Ronaldo has been 
taking on the World single handedly. But as he enters what is surely his final 
major tournament, he will be relieved to have a superb team of players 
around him.

The all-conquering Manchester City trio of Bernardo Silva, Joao Cancelo 
and Ruben Dias provide tremendous support and they are used to 
performing – and winning – at the highest level.

This is the best Portugal squad in a generation, and they should cruise 
through Group H in first gear. They have so many exciting young players to 
add to a rested and highly motivated Ronaldo pulling the strings. At 17-1, 
they are a strong pick to go all the way and it would come as no surprise to 
me to see Ronaldo vs. Messi go head to head in the World Cup Final.

Uruguay 50-1
 
Patrick Meagher
It’s the end of an era for the attacking duo of Luis Suarez and Edinson 
Cavani, who have one last go on the world’s stage. A country of just under 
3.5 million people is rich with talent, fight, and grit. New coach Diego 
Alonso has a complement of young stars to add to the legends in Federico 
Valverde and Darwin Nunez. They are a long shot, but get into the knockout 
stage and anything can happen!
 
 

Serbia 70-1
 
Nigel Seeley
In 2018 I appeared on VSiN with Mitch and Pauly on Follow The Money 
and I gave Croatia as my dark horse at a huge price of 66-1.

Anyone who listened had a great run with them making it to the final in 
Moscow before losing to France. I am staying in Eastern Europe for the 
2022 version of my dark horse pick, and it’s Serbia at 70-1.

Serbia comes into the World Cup under the radar and barely receiving a 
mention in most media previews. But like those who ignored Croatia in 2018, 
that could be a big mistake.

This is the Serbs’ fourth World Cup appearance and they have never 
gone past the group stage. This is by far the strongest side they have ever 
brought to a finals though and they come here unbeaten in five matches. 
They have a mix of toughness and technique, and have an excellent 
double act up front in Juventus’ Dusan Vlahovic and Fulham’s Alexsander 

Mitrovic. I fully expect them to qualify alongside Brazil in Group G and 
then things could start to get very interesting at a huge 70-1 price. I also 
like them at 35-1 to reach the final.
 

Denmark (+225) to win Group D
 
Matt Santos
The Danes come into the 2022 World Cup riding a wave of momentum 
after their 2020 EURO semifinal run, in which they lost to England 2-1 after 
extra time, and now look to take down a group that features France, the 
defending World Cup champion. When you look at the French squad, it’s 
hard to imagine that anyone can get three points on Les Bleus, but they 
come into the tournament missing three star players, including Paul Pogo 
(Juventus). Denmark has been able to size up its biggest challenge, as it has 
already faced France twice this year.
 
Back on June 3, Denmark defeated France 2-1 and again 2-0 on Sept. 25 in 
UEFA Nations League. The goalkeeper for Denmark in the 2-0 victory was 
Kasper Schmeichel, who plays for Nice in Ligue 1 (France) and is familiar 
with the scoring threat of players like Kylian Mbappé (Paris Saint-Germain). 
Midfielders Christian Eriksen (Manchester United) and Pierre-Emile Højbjerg  
(Tottenham) provide the Danes with tournament experience and will give 
forwards like Kasper Dolberg (Sevilla) plenty of chances to put the ball in 
the back of the net. Denmark should get wins over Australia and Tunisia, so 
in my opinion the group comes down to their match between against France 
on November 26th, where I believe Kasper Hjulmand’s squad matches up 
well against the defending world champions.
 
 

Mexico to qualify from Group C (-120)
 
Matt Santos
El Tri comes into this World Cup being overlooked and undervalued, but 
for good reason. Mexico has not played well recently, suffering losses to 
both the United States and Canada, and have had to take a long look at 
themselves in the mirror. They have a tall task in winning Group C, which 
features Argentina, Poland and Saudi Arabia. What stands out to me about 
Mexico is that most of their players’ league play has ended. Liga MX 
wrapped up their season in October, so a lot of their squad has had time to 
play together and prepare as a team. 
 
Mexico is one of the few teams that schedules a few friendlies ahead of 
the World Cup, which I think gives them an edge going into their group 
play. They have to face Robert Lewandowski and Poland, then Lionel Messi 
and Argentina in their first two matches of the tournament. El Tri knows the 
state of their program has taken a step back, and they know they’re being 
overlooked. They’ll need to beat Poland if they want to advance in this 
tournament, and I think that they can do just that.

HIRVING LOZANO,
MEXICO



Nigel Seeley
In recent World Cups, the magic number to reach has been six 
goals, which is what England’s Harry Kane collected in 2018. 
Kane is not surprisingly favorite at +700 to retain the boot, but 
I am looking at two much bigger value picks that I believe can 
contend.
 
LAUTARO MARTINEZ, ARGENTINA  25-1
I think this price is far too big for the Inter Milan and Argentine 
Striker. 

If you are going to win the Golden Boot you need to be part 
of a team that has a serious chance of winning the tournament 
– and Argentina certainly has that. Martinez is in good goal-
scoring form for his club Inter Milan, and he has scored 21 goals 
in just 40 appearances for his country. 

A key factor in my decision to pick him is that he is lining up 
with the GOAT Lionel Messi, whom I expect to have a great 
tournament (Messi is my pick to win the Golden Ball at +1000). 
If the little maestro is in form, he will provide so many chances 
and assists for Martinez to finish. The Group C game against 
Saudi Arabia looks like a perfect opportunity to get some goals 
on the board.
 
 
Matt Santos
My overall strategy for playing the Golden Boot (top goal 
scorer in the World Cup) is pretty simple: Play the goal-scorers 
on teams that you believe are going to make the deepest run 
in the tournament. I think Argentina is going to win it all, and 
I don’t believe that it’s going to solely be on the back of Lionel 
Messi. The World Cup is for special moments and where players 
elevate themselves to a higher level. This could be a moment 
where the torch is passed from Messi to Lautaro Martinez as the 
next great player for the Argentinian National Football Team. 
Lautaro Martinez is 25, entering his prime and scores goals 
wherever he’s playing. I love the value here.
 

Alexander Mitrovic, Serbia, 66-1 
The Serbian Mitrovic is my second pick for the Golden Boot and I 
like the 66-1 odds.

I am expecting a big tournament from Serbia and if they are to 
go far, they will rely heavily on the goals from Mitrovic.

Before Fulham was promoted to the EPL last season, the jury 
was out on whether Mitrovic could cut it at the top level. 
However, he has managed nine goals, which is third behind 
runaway leader Erling Haaland and the favorite for this market 
Harry Kane.

His superb form for Fulham this season will see him arrive in 
Qatar full of confidence, and he has scored a very impressive 
50 goals in just 76 appearances for Serbia. Part of an exciting 
Serbian strike force alongside Dusan Vlahovic, he can make 
a big run for the Golden Boot at a huge value price of 66-1 
especially as he is on penalty duty – and he hardly ever misses 
from the spot.

Amal Shah
KYLIAN MBAPPE - FRANCE +900 
One of the elite players in the world will be relied upon heavily 
as his team attempts to make it back-to-back World Cups. 
Mbappe will have plenty of chances to get on the score sheet, 
as I expect France to go deep into this tournament. 
 
HARRY KANE - ENGLAND +700
The Golden Boot winner in 2018, Harry Kane and his English 
side should be poised for a very good run in Qatar. He may 
have short odds, but his ability to finish combined with his 
experience should make him a threat from everywhere on the 
pitch -- and particularly from the spot.
 

Patrick Meagher
 
KARIM BENZEMA - FRANCE 12-1 
The Ballon d’Or winner Benzema has a better price than his 
teammate Mbappe and netted four goals in the 2020 Euros. A 
great finisher who seems to have a knack for big moments.

NEYMAR - BRAZIL +900
Neymar enters the World Cup in top form. The 30-year-old has 
scored 15 times this year across all competitions. Healthy and 
motivated, it’s now or never for Neymar.

VSiN Expert
Golden Boot 

Value Bets
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In America, football is king. College football and the NFL
are the two most popular and heavily bet sports by far, 
generating the largest amount of betting interest and 
handle. But this isn’t the case outside of the United States. 
On a global scale, the most popular and heavily bet sport
is futbol, or as we like to call it, soccer. In America, we just
have one soccer league, the MLS, while Europe has dozens 
of leagues, headlined by the Premier League. 
 
However, every four years Americans become soccer fans 
thanks to the World Cup. It is a nationally televised global 
phenomenon and sports-loving Americans want to get in on the 
fun. There’s also an element of patriotism at play as fans like 
to don the red, white and blue and root for Team USA, even 
though they may not be able to name a single player.
 
With sports betting now legal in more than 30 U.S. states, many 
bettors will look to bet on the 2022 World Cup for the first time, 
which will be held in Qatar. With this mind, here is a quick crash 
course on how to bet on soccer. 
 
 

3-Way Moneyline
 
For most US sports, we only get two options on the moneyline. 
You can either pick Team A or Team B to win the game. 
However, soccer affords a third option. In addition to Team 
A and Team B, you will also see an option for “draw.” This 
means you are betting on both teams to be tied at the end of 
regulation time. Keep in mind that this is only for the end of 
regulation time or “regular” time, which is the first 90 minutes. 
It does not include winning in overtime or a shootout. 
 
Here’s an example of what the 3-way moneyline would look 
like:

Denmark  -240
Tunisia  +650
Draw +340
 

Goal Line
 
Bettors can also bet on the spread, which is called the goal line. 
A common spread is -0.5. This means the favorite would have 
to avoid a draw and win by one goal or more. Bigger favorites 
can see spreads of -1.5 or even -2.5, at adjusted prices. 
 

Totals
 
Bettors can also bet on the total, which is popularly referred to 
as the over/under. This is the total combined amount of goals 
that both teams will score.  A common total is 2.5. This means 
you could bet on whether the teams will combine to score 3 or 
more (the over) or 2 or less (the under).
 
 

Live Betting
 
Live betting, also known as in-game wagering, is a relatively 
new betting style in America. It has come about in recent years 
and gained widespread popularity due to its convenience. 
Live betting means you can bet on the game at any point 
during the contest based on the adjusted live line, which is 
constantly changing based on the score and time of the game. 
Live betting can be a profitable soccer strategy, especially if 
you are watching the game and getting a feel for the flow and 
style.
 
 

Futures
 
Aside from betting on individual World Cup games, you can 
also bet futures. This means betting on the outcome of an event 
that will be played in the future. For example, you can bet on 
a specific team to advance out of their group stage, reach the 
quarterfinals, semifinals, finals or win the World Cup. 
 
Here are the top odds to win the 2022 World Cup at DraftKings 
Sportsbook:
 
Brazil  +400
Argentina  +500
France  +700
England, Spain  +850
Germany  10-1
Netherlands  12-1 
Portugal  14-1
Belgium  16-1
 
Team USA is 130-1. Do you believe in miracles? 

World Cup
Betting Tips
   By Josh Appelbaum

14



15

The World Cup is to soccer wagering what the Kentucky Derby is to horse wagering. Tens of thousands of people who take no interest in the sport will test their 
betting acumen because of the enormity and importance of the event. Let’s explore three betting strategies for those who don’t bet soccer on a regular basis. 

Red Cards
“The beautiful game” – as English commentator Stuart Hall described it – lends itself to advantageous in-game betting opportunities more than other sports 
because of the pace of play. 

Our first two strategies involve live betting situations. Soccer is unique in that teams play shorthanded for long stretches after a player is disqualified from a 
match due to receiving a red card. But how can bettors take advantage of a red card being issued? There is one situation with two specific criteria that has 
proven to be a profitable angle. First, the team receiving the red card is the superior side. While superior is a subjective term, we will define it as a team that 
is favored by either 1 or 1.5 goals on the preflop two-way line. (Soccer is often booked three ways – with the draw as one of the three possible outcomes.) 
A two-way line includes a goals handicap. For example, in Group D on Nov. 22, Denmark is playing Tunisia.  Denmark is -1 goal -125. Denmark fits our 
parameters for a “superior side.”
 
The second criteria that is that the superior side is leading in the match by one goal at the time of the red card. This situation calls for an in-play bet on the 
UNDER. The superior side, now being caught playing 10 against 11, will almost always modify its strategy to a much more defensive posture.  The reason the 
one-goal lead is essential is that the superior side can guarantee three points if it can just maintain the current score. A bonus to this angle is that the in-game 
price will shift to the Over at the time of the red card as the imbalance would seem to suggest more goals would be scored. Hypothetically, Denmark leads 
Tunisia 1-0 and receives a red card in the 40th minute. Right before the red card, the price on the total might be Under 2.5 -115. The red card will shift the 
odds to around Under 2.5 +120.   The red card creates a better price for the Under and in these situations conditions less likely for scoring. 

Goal Differential
The World Cup begins with group play. The 32 teams are placed into eight groups of four teams. Each team plays the three other teams in their group.  Three 
points are awarded for a win and one point is awarded for a draw.  The two teams with the most points in each group advance to the 16-team knockout 
phase. How does this structure create betting opportunities?  Let’s focus on the final game in the group stage and identify profitable situations.

For this exercise, let’s use Group B, which has England, the United States, Wales and Iran. Suppose the following:

England beats Iran 3-0
The U.S. beats Wales 2-1
England beats the U.S. 2-0
Iran beats Wales 2-1

Going to the final two games on the last day of group, England has six points and will advance. Wales has zero points and is eliminated. The U.S. and Iran 
both have three points and play each other. In the 80th minute, the score is tied at 1.  However, because of the better goal differential for the USA (-1) 
over Iran (-2), the Iranian side is eliminated with a draw. This means they must do everything they can to score a goal. The Iranians will send more players 
forward when they gain possession, leaving themselves vulnerable to a counter by the Americans. Iran is also likely to pull its goalkeeper and send him into 
the offensive box when it has a corner kick, creating an empty-net situation similar to hockey. The betting opportunity here is to play the OVER. The total in 
the 80th minute of the above scenario would likely be 2.5 over +140 or better. Be conscious that some books will not offer the in-game totals after the 85th 
minute, while other books will keep totals up into stoppage time. 

Instant Gratification – Soccer Style
In recent years we have seen the rise of “instant gratification” bets.  Baseball has the YRFI/NRFI (yes run first inning/no run first inning).  Basketball has the 
first team to 15 or even 10. Football has yes/no score in the first six minutes. It took us years to get first-period hockey totals and today we have goal in the 
first 10 minutes and now first five minutes.  The soccer version of this is “will there be a goal in the first X minutes.”  Usually that can range from 22 minutes to 
32 minutes depending on the match.

Here is what is unique about soccer: The clock always runs. No matter what. If there is an injury in football, basketball or hockey, or any other sport with a 
clock, it stops. Not soccer. Not for injuries or anything else — replay reviews (VAR), drones and smoke bombs have all caused delays in recent soccer matches. 
But delays where the clock continued to run. The adjustment is that the referee approximates the amount of time the match was delayed and adds it on to the 
end of each half. 

If you bet no goal in the first x minutes, these delays all work to the advantage of that wager. Consider “no goal in the first” bets when teams are of similar 
strength. Conversely to our red card situation where we were looking for superior sides, identify matches that are a “pick” or where one team is favored by a 
half goal. The larger the gap in the quality of the teams, the more likely it is for goals to be scored.

Enjoy the World Cup and may all your bets be monetized!

Soccer Betting 
Strategies
   By Mike Palm
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Ecuador  
2022 Outlook
Ecuador is without doubt one of the weakest 
teams in the World Cup. You can bet them at 
200-1 at some shops to be crowned World Cup 
winners, and even that price doesn’t get me 
interested.

In its defense, Ecuador arrives at the World Cup 
in good form as it is on an unbeaten run of six, 
including impressive results against Nigeria (win) 
and Argentina (draw). It finished fourth in South 
America behind the big three qualifiers (Brazil, 
Argentina and Uruguay), which was a good 
performance. Ecuador certainly has earned 
its place in these finals qualifying behind those 
Major powers in the game.

Key Players
Moses Caicedo
No stranger to EPL followers, Brighton’s Caicedo 
has made a great start to the season, playing 
in every game so far this season. He was not 
an expensive purchase, just £3.6 million from 
Indipendiente in August 2021. He has been so 
impressive for Brighton since arriving that it must 
rank as one of the best pieces of business the 
club has ever done.

It is easy to forget that Caicedo is still only 
20, but he has already collected 25 caps and 
scored 2 goals for his country. Ecuador will be 
hoping he can continue his strong form into the 
Tournament itself.

Enner Valencia
An attacking player who now plays for the 
Turkish Giants Fenerbahce. He is better known 
from his time in the EPL from 2014-17 with West 
Ham. During that time, he was also loaned out 
at Everton during the 2016-17 season. His time in 
England was not exactly prolific. He only netted 
11 goals in his 75 games with both clubs, so it 
is probably no surprise he left the League and 
ended up in Turkey.

Valencia, who has always been one of the 
main strikers for his country, has a much better 
goal ratio in the international game. His 74 
International Caps have netted a healthy 35 
goals since 2012.

Prediction
I have a real concern with Ecuador: The 
pressure of playing in the Opener of the whole 
tournament against Qatar will be too much for 
them. If they fail to win that opening game, 
which I fear is likely, then I can see them finishing 
at the bottom of this group.

Odds to Win Group A

Group A

Preview
NETHERLANDS  -280
SENEGAL  +450
ECUADOR  +500 
QATAR  10-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) NETHERLANDS - A1

2) SENEGAL - A2

3) QATAR

4) ECUADOR

BEST BETS
• Netherlands & Senegal to qualify from Group A at +120
• Ecuador to finish bottom of Group A +300
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Senegal 
2022 Outlook
Senegal arrives here in 18th place in the overall 
rankings after beating Egypt 3-1 on penalties to 
qualify for the finals. This was the second dose of 
heartbreak Egypt received from Senegal because 
it was also defeated by Senegal 4-2 on penalties 
in the Afcon competition.

In both games, former Liverpool and now Bayern 
Munich star Sadio Mane scored the winning 
penalty for Senegal, defeating his former 
Liverpool teammate Mohammad Salah. For 
Senegal to do well, Mane will have to really 
come to the World Cup party.

Key Players
Sadio Mane 
We must start with that man Mane, who is one 
of the most talented and exciting players in the 
world. He was second recently in the Ballon D’or 
to the Champions League-winning striker Karim 
Benzema.

He has had a slow start to his career with new 
club Bayern Munich, but he has landed 5 goals 
in his 10 appearances.

Edouard Mendy
For the last few years, Mendy has been 
undoubtedly one of the best goalkeepers 
anywhere around the globe. He has made great 
saves and was always a commanding presence 
behind the Chelsea defense.

He does arrive at the World Cup with a big 
problem: New Chelsea manager Graham 
Potter is currently preferring the most expensive 
goalkeeper in the world, Kepa, over him. Mendy 
will be desperate for a strong tournament not 
just for his beloved Senegal, but to catch his 
manager’s eye and try and wrestle his place 
back in the Chelsea team.

One thing for sure: He is one of the first names 
written down on the team sheet alongside his 
Chelsea teammate Kalidou Koulibaly.

Prediction
This Senegal side is strong enough to make it out 
of the Group stage. I believe it is likely to finish 
second, which may well set up a fascinating last 
16 clash with England.

Netherlands 
2022 Outlook
The Netherlands goes into this World Cup in 
fine form and in are worthy favorites to win this 
group at a general price of -225. This impressive 
and consistent team is unbeaten in 15 games 
and last tasted defeat in the Euros. That was in 
a round-of-16 game against the Czech Republic. 
Since that disappointment, it has put together 
a run of 11 wins and 4 draws and enters the 
competition as a live contender to win it. There 
is money coming for the Dutch to lift their first 
World Cup and they have shortened to around 
+120 to finally do it after so many near misses in 
finals and semifinals.

Key Players
Virgil Van Dijk
The Dutch talisman has proven over several years 
now to be the best center back in the world. 
Like many players on the Liverpool side, he is 
struggling for top form at the moment.

He is vital for this Dutch team because of his 
ability to drive the team forward from the back 
as much as his commanding defensive presence 
in the air defending and attacking corners. His 
nation’s chances of winning surely depend on 
him having a strong tournament as other players 
feed off him in terms of confidence.
 
Frenkie de Jong
De Jong is another player struggling with his club 
side, in his case Barcelona. He is not featured 
every week under Xavi, which will be a source 
of great frustration. The former Ajax star is a 
technically gifted midfielder who also has an 
eye for goals. He will look to cause opposition 
defenses problems in this group and can create 
his own chances by running at defenses as well 
as creating scoring opportunities for others.
 
Memphis Depay — World Cup Top Scorer
Depay, the former Man United star now 
with Barcelona, has scored 42 goals in 81 
appearances since his debut in 2013. Like his 
teammate De Jong, he has struggled to hold 
down a regular place in the starting lineup, 
which is hardly a surprise given his rival for a 
start is the great Robert Lewandowski!
If a fit Depay is in the Dutch starting 11, he will 
be hoping a strong World Cup could fire him 
back into the Barca team more regularly. This 
Dutch team create a lot of chances, and he will 
have his supporters to be top tournament scorer.

Prediction
I take this strong Dutch team on a long unbeaten 
run to push Senegal into second place and 
go through to the knockout stages as Group 
winners.

Qatar 
2022 Outlook
Qatar will be the first country in World Cup 
history to make its tournament debut as the host 
nation.

There has been a great deal of controversy and 
non-soccer concerns surrounding the World Cup 
taking place here, but now the event has arrived, 
and we will see the host nation in action.

As the 50th ranked team in the world, Qatar’s 
main aim will be to get out of the group stages 
and reach the knockout, but this is a difficult 
group to get through.
 

Key Player
Almoez Ali
Qatar beat Japan in 2019 in the Asia Cup Final, 
and Almoez Ali scored an impressive 9 goals 
in the tournament. He is closing in on becoming 
Qatar’s greatest goal scorer with 39 goals in 
just 76 games. If Qatar is to realize its dream of 
qualifying from this group, then a great deal rests 
on the star striker’s shoulders.

This level of opposition will be several notches 
above what he and his teammates have played 
against before, and that must be a concern.

Prediction
It is always difficult to face a tournament host 
in the opening game, so I cannot see Qatar 
losing to Ecuador. The home team will be used 
to conditions and will have 99% of the crowd 
roaring them on in a white-hot atmosphere.

That is where the good news ends as I do not see 
Qatar getting anything from its next two games 
against Senegal or The Netherlands. I believe 
Qatar will give a good account, but ultimately 
face elimination and will finish third in the group.
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England
 

2022 Outlook
England heads into the World Cup as the 5th-ranked 
country in the FIFA rankings. The Three Lions are 
amongst the favorites to “bring football home” at 
+800, but Gareth Southgate’s squad goes into this 
tournament in bad form with the team not winning 
in its last 5 games. Southgate has received much 
criticism from the English media and England fans 
regarding his tactical approach, and he will be 
out to prove them wrong and get his team back to 
winning games.

Despite that poor form, Southgate and his team 
have a good record in tournaments, reaching the 
final of Euro 2020 (losing on penalties to Italy). 
England surprised many by reaching the semifinals 
of the 2018 World Cup, losing to Croatia.

The English cause will be helped by the fact that this is 
a mid-season World Cup as the long, hard EPL season 
can take its toll on the England stars. An added 
issue is that top English teams usually last longer in 
European soccer, which all adds up to key players 
arriving at major tournaments exhausted. We will see 
much fitter and fresher players, and that could be key.

There is no doubt that England has been given a fair 
deal with the draw featuring Iran, USA and Wales 
as opponents in Group B.

For me, the big negative is Southgate, who seems 
more content to not lose a match rather than go all 
out to win. I believe that is going to prove a major 
setback in the latter stages of the tournament. They 
should have too much for their opponents in this 
group. This is a group that I expect England to win 
comfortably, and I don’t see any way that the -305 
on them topping Group B won’t cash.

Key Players
Harry Kane
With 51 goals in 75 games, England captain Harry 
Kane is now just three goals from becoming the 
all-time England top scorer. The record is held by 
Wayne Rooney, and I expect Kane to do it here.

Kane is a prolific penalty scorer. With England 
receiving a favorable draw, he is a justified 
favorite to land the Golden Boot and finish as top 
tournament scorer. England expects!
 
Phil Foden
If Foden is given a starting role, then the Man City 
midfielder can be a star at these championships 
and would be a serious contender for player of the 
tournament. Is Southgate brave enough and bold 
enough? Will Southgate play it too safe or will 
he unleash Foden on this competition over more 
defensive players?

Foden has had his best start in an EPL season, 
helping Man City beat rivals Man United 6-3 with a 
hat trick alongside Erling Haaland. Foden has many 
competitors for the winger spot. But, if given the 
opportunity, he can emerge from this tournament as 
a superstar.

 
Prediction
It’s extremely difficult not to see England topping 
Group B, but the -305 looks about right to me. The 
Three Lions really should come through the group 
with a 100 percent winning record. I must offer 
a word of caution, though, in that they may have 
qualification wrapped up after two matches. In that 
scenario, I would expect Southgate to rest players 
for the final group fixture with Wales. England could 
conceivably still win the group and draw the final 
game against Wales.

Odds to Win Group B

Group B

Preview
ENGLAND  -305
WALES  +550
USA  +600
IRAN 18-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) ENGLAND - B1

2) WALES - B2

3) USA

4) IRAN

BEST BETS
• Iran to finish bottom -175
• England and Wales to qualify +200
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USA
2022 Outlook
The USA heads to Qatar in a confident mood 
after a strong performance in its qualifying 
group. The Americans won 7, drew 4 and 
only suffered 3 defeats. Those results ensured 
qualification for the first time since 2014. They 
suffered heartbreak in 2018 missing a place in 
the finals, thanks to a loss to Trinidad & Tobago.

As a soccer nation, the U.S. is becoming stronger 
and stronger, and that improvement is no doubt 
helped by several players playing abroad in the 
EPL or the German Bundesliga. Greg Berhalter’s 
squad arrives expecting to qualify from this 
group and reach the last 16. But I am not so sure.
 
 
Key Player
Christian Pulisic
Pulisic captains the U.S. team and has made 
himself the first name on the team sheet. He has 
racked up 21 goals in his 52 appearances and 
comes here as the star striker.

Sadly, for Pulisic, his club experience has been 
a different one. The U.S. Golden Boot has 
struggled to get regular gametime in his four 
seasons at Chelsea. In that time, he has played in 
only 82 games, scoring 20 goals. Is this inactivity 
and lack of gametime going to be a hindrance to 
him hitting top form in Qatar? It is certainly not 
an ideal situation for him as preparation for a 
World Cup.
 

Prediction
The bookies have Team USA as the second 
favorite behind England to win Group B and are 
currently minus money to qualify through to the 
knockout stages.

It looks like a straight shooter between USA and 
Wales to get that second spot. I do think the 
schedule is more in Wales favor and that could 
lead to the U.S. missing out.
 

Wales
2022 Outlook
Wales are 19th in the official FIFA rankings. Rob 
Page and his squad arrive at this tournament 
after struggling in a difficult group in the 
Nations League. They suffered defeats to The 
Netherlands, Belgium and Poland.

Wales’ last victory came on June 5 when 
superstar Gareth Bale scored the winner against 
Ukraine, which qualified them for the World Cup. 
That historic winner brought Wales to only its 
second World Cup and its first appearance since 
1958. A superb performance in Euro 2016 where 
it reached the semifinal proved Wales has what it 
takes to shock on the biggest stage.

Team spirit is a massive part of its success and 
this a very “together squad.” On team spirit 
alone, Wales would make the final. Add the 
brilliance of Gareth Bale, and Wales will look to 
qualify from this group.

Key Player
Gareth Bale
With 40 goals in 108 appearances, the Wales 
captain is and will always be the main man 
for Wales until he retires. Bale has not played 
regularly for a few seasons now, but he has just 
shown how inspirational he is after scoring a 
127th minute goal to lift the MLS Cup for LAFC. 
The man for the big occasion when it comes to 
Wales, he plays like a man inspired and lifts 
his teammates. If he is on top form, they can 
compete with anyone. At what may be his last 
appearance at a major international tournament, 
Bale will be even more determined than ever 
to shine and carry his country through to the 
knockout stages. His Wales story may have one 
final twist to it.
 
 

Prediction
This will be a tight fight between the U.S. and 
Wales for second place behind England in Group 
B. I give the slight edge to Wales, because of 
the schedule. Wales looks to be helped by the 
fixtures because it could take on the Three Lions 
when they have already qualified. Aside from 
that potential advantage, the group opener with 
the U.S. will determine who should join England 
in the last 16.
 

 

Iran
2022 Outlook
Iran comes into this tournament as the 20th-
ranked team in the FIFA rankings and the lowest-
ranked country in Group B. Iran has already 
seen great controversy surrounding being 
allowed to even compete in the tournament. That 
could well be all the news coverage this team will 
get as this looks like a short stay in Qatar for the 
Iranians.

Iran has done well to qualify for the last 3 World 
Cup tournaments, but it is yet to get past the 
group stage, and I expect a similar fate awaits.

Iran has been in six World Cup tournaments and 
have only ever won two games, one coming 
against the U.S. in 1998 and against Morocco 
in 2018. After this World Cup, Iran likely will still 
have only those two wins.

 
Key Player
Mohammed Taremi
The Porto No. 9 is seen as a top striker in the 
Portuguese league and arrives in good form. This 
form has led to him being linked with a move in 
January to London Club Arsenal.

Taremi has good international form, too, scoring 
28 goals in 60 games for Iran. He looks a good 
bet to be the top Iranian goal scorer, if they 
find the back of the net at all, that is. If he does, 
Arsenal’s price will surely go up to secure his 
services.
 
 

Prediction
I fully expect Iran will come last in this group, 
which won’t make you a lot of money at the 
minus odds, but it will cash! I also believe that 
Iran will finish with no points and will keep its 
unwanted record of never qualifying to the last 
16 intact.
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Argentina
2022 Outlook
Argentina heads into this World Cup as the most 
in-form nation in the world.

Lionel Scaloni’s superb squad have posted 24 
victories and 11 draws across friendly matches, 
World Cup 2022 qualifying and, of course, the 
2021 Copa América, a trophy it lifted for the 
15th time last summer.

Argentina may go into this tournament as the 
third-ranked team in the world on FIFA rankings, 
but it is the team to beat, heading into Qatar as 
the tournament second favorite at +600. It has 
strength in all departments and remains one of 
the world’s soccer powerhouses. Argentina is a 
strong favorite to win Group C at -250, and it is 
difficult to see any other outcome.

 
Key Players
 
Lionel Messi
The question everyone asks is: Are you Team 
Messi or Team Ronaldo? I have always been 
firmly in the Messi camp.

He is a seven-time Ballon d’Or winner, four-time 
Champions League winner, 10-time Spanish 
champion with one Copa America and so much 
more in his outrageously successful career. The 
only thing missing from the Atomic Flea’s trophy 
cabinet is a World Cup winner’s medal, and he 
has his best chance ever to get that over the next 
month. Is this the time the great man finally gets 
his hands on the trophy he craves?

Messi will go down as one of the greatest to play 
the great game, and he will head into this World 
Cup in tip-top form and not after a long hard 
season. The captain has 90 goals in 164 games 
for his country and will increase that tally by the 
end of the tournament. Is it his destiny to end 
his career with that elusive World Cup winner’s 
medal? There have been critics over the years 
from many quarters who have claimed the great 
man has disappointed on this biggest of stages. 
He will want to silence those once and for all.
 
Lautaro Martinez
Martinez is one of the first names on the team 
sheet for both club Inter Milan and country since 
strikers Aguero and Higuain have both retired 
from international soccer. He has scored 21 goals 
in 40 games for the country and should add 
to his goal-scoring tally during the World Cup, 
especially with the service and assists he will 
receive from Messi. Now 25, Martinez has been 
linked with a move to the EPL and, given his all 
round game, it is easy to see why. 

 

Prediction
I firmly believe that Argentina will cruise to a 
win in Group C and justify odds -250 with a 100 
percent winning group record.
 

Odds to Win Group C

Group c

Preview
ARGENTINA -250
MEXICO  +450
POLAND  +550
SAUDI ARABIA 21-1

1) ARGENTINA - C1

2) MEXICO - C2

3) POLAND

4) SAUDI ARABIA

BEST BETS
• Argentina 1st Mexico 2nd +200
• Mexico to qualify for the last 16 -110
• Saudi Arabia to finish bottom -250

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
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Poland
2022 Outlook
The 26th-ranked nation, Poland heads into 
its eighth World Cup finals in Qatar. Poland 
qualified for the 2022 World Cup after defeating 
Sweden 2-0 in the UEFA playoffs and will be 
playing consecutive World Cups for the first time 
since 2002-2006.

Captain and top goal scorer Robert Lewandowski 
is the biggest attraction for Poland and by far 
one of the best players in the world. In the World 
Cup, though, he has never scored a goal in the 
three games he played in 2018, which is a major 
concern for his nation’s hopes of qualification.

 
Key Player
Robert Lewandowski 
He is a true legend in Poland with an impressive 
CV containing 18-time top goal scorer, two-
time FIFA men’s player of the year, 10-time 
German champion and a Champions League 
winner. Lewandowski, 34, remains one of the 
biggest stars going to the World Cup. Despite 
his advancing years, he remains in superb form. 
His move to the mighty Barcelona has seen him 
having more goals than games. This will most 
likely be his last World Cup, and he will hope 
to score a goal in the tournament (for the first 
time) and get his nation out of the group stage. 
If Poland is to have any chance of qualifying, 
Lewandowski must have a strong tournament 
and what a bookend to an amazing career if he 
does.
 

Prediction
I think it will be tight between Poland and Mexico 
for second in the group. For Poland to qualify, it 
needs Lewandowski to end his World Cup goal 
drought. With that incredible pressure on the 
veteran’s shoulders, I believe Poland is likely to 
miss out and finish in third place.
 

Mexico
2022 Outlook
Mexico always seems to perform well on the 
biggest stage, and as the 13th-ranked country 
will be looking to make the knockout stages yet 
again.

Mexico faced Peru and Colombia in November 
to prepare for the World Cup and didn’t 
impress in either the win over Peru or the loss 
to Columbia. I am expecting the hot and humid 
conditions to suit the Mexicans far more than 
Poland, their group rival for qualification.

This is Mexico’s 17th appearance at the World 
Cup with only Brazil, Germany, Argentina and 
Italy appearing more often. Mexico has a habit 
of qualifying from its group, then crashing out at 
the last 16 stage. That has happened in the last 
eight World Cups, but that proven experience of 
knowing how to qualify from the group stages 
will serve the Mexicans well in Qatar. They will 
be confident they can repeat the pattern and 
qualify from this group.

 
Key Player
Hirving Lozano
Lozano has appeared on a consistent basis 
in both Serie A and starred in the Champions 
League for a very good Napoli side. He has 
looked confident at the highest levels.

Napoli is at the top in Serie A and qualified as 
a group winner in the Champions League, which 
featured Liverpool. Lozano debuted for Mexico 
in 2016 and since then has played 59 games 
with 16 goals. Lozano is a tricky winger and is 
the bright spark in this Mexican squad. If, as I 
expect, Mexico makes it out of Group C, Lozano 
will need to be at the top of his game. He is the 
player who has that extra attacking flair and can 
break down other teams and score, or set up 
the goal that can make the difference in a tight 
game.
 

Prediction
This will be close between Mexico and Poland 
to make it out of Group C as the second team to 
qualify behind Argentina. The factors that make 
me get behind Mexico are firstly its experience 
in the humid conditions. Mexico has an excellent 
record of qualification in World Cups and knows 
how to get the job done. While he has had 
a great career, there has to be doubts about 
Lewandowski’s scoring record in the World Cup. 
These reasons give Mexico the edge over Poland 
for that second spot. 

Saudi Arabia
2022 Outlook
Saudi Arabia is one of the only countries that 
have warm-up games. Saudi Arabia plays 3 
games before the World Cup against Iceland, 
Croatia and Panama. The Saudis are one of the 
lowest-ranked nations in the tournament at 51 
despite having qualified for an impressive total 
of 6 World Cup tournaments (1994,1998, 2002, 
2006, 2018 and 2022). Their best performance 
was in 1994, when they reached the round of 
16. There is little chance of that this time despite 
being used to the humid conditions. I still think 
they will finish bottom of the group.

 
Key Player
Salem al-Dawsari
The 31-year-old winger made his international 
debut for Saudi Arabia 10 years ago and he 
continues to perform at high levels with club Al 
Hilal FC and internationally. Last season in the 
Saudi League, he had nine goals and five assists 
in just 21 games. Given his fitness and skills, he 
was once described by a journalist as a new 
breed of modern Saudi player. He has featured 
67 times scoring 17 goals for his country and 
will be a key player for the Green Falcons. 
They will look to get him on the ball as much as 
possible, but it may not be enough for them to be 
competitive in this group.
 

Prediction
This is a tough group and Saudi Arabia is clearly 
the weakest nation in Group C. Despite knowing 
the conditions and having good support, the 
Green Falcons will finish at the bottom of the 
group with three defeats.
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France
2022 Outlook
Not surprisingly, the defending World Cup 
holder France goes into the tournament as one of 
the favorites. They are just +700 to win back-to-
back World Cups.

France would be the first country since Brazil in 
1958 and 1962 to win back-to-back titles. If it 
is to pull off that incredible achievement, it will 
have to overcome the loss of key players with 
Varane, Kante and Pogba all major doubts.

Manager Didier Deschamps will be hoping he 
still has enough quality to make history. It is a 
big concern for any potential bettor that those 3 
world-class stars could be missing.

Key Players
Karim Benzema
Benzema has had a great year with Royal 
Madrid, winning La Liga, the Champions League 
and the Super Cup. He was recently awarded 
the prestigious Ballon d’Or, well deserved for the 
man who scored 44 goals in 46 games for Real 
Madrid. Benzema goes into the tournament as 
one of the best players in the world on a team 
made up of top players. For many, he will be a 
confident pick for tournament top scorer.

Kylian Mbappe
There has been a great deal of controversy over 
the past year with Mbappe. Much of it stems 
from his bizarre contract situation and his feuding 
with fellow superstars Neymar and Messi. He 
has angered PSG and their fans by requesting a 
move away from Paris.

What is not up for debate is that this still-young 
man for club and country is one of the best in 
the world. He has 59 French games already 
and has scored 28 goals. His club form, despite 
all the ongoing issues, is quite staggering. In 
127 appearances for PSG, he has scored an 
unbelievable 117 times.

His blistering pace makes it hard for any 
defender to keep up with him. But for anyone 
considering him for top goal scorer, I feel that the 
French will share the goals this tournament.

Prediction
France will qualify with ease for the knockout 
stage. But with key injuries and Denmark in 
its group, a nation that has caused the French 
numerous problems in recent matches, I wouldn’t 
bet the -250 on them winning Group D in a 
hurry. Even a side as brilliant as the French must 
be concerned with several key stars set to miss 
the tournament.

Odds to Win Group D

Group d

Preview
FRANCE -215
DENMARK +250
TUNISIA 12-1
AUSTRALIA 18-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) DENMARK - D1

2) FRANCE - D2

3) TUNISIA

4) AUSTRALIA

BEST BETS
• France and Denmark to qualify at -250
• Denmark to win the group at +250
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Denmark
2022 Outlook
Denmark’s Euro 2020 campaign started in 
disastrous circumstances with the awful Christian 
Eriksen incident. The tournament went on to be a 
brilliant one for the Great Danes as they made it 
to the semifinals before losing 2-1 to England.

Denmark goes into this World Cup as the favorite 
to finish second at +100 to qualify and +250 
to win the group. That is largely owing to the 
quality of its squad compared to Australia and 
Tunisia. Denmark’s last game before the World 
Cup was a 2-0 win over group favorite France 
and it hasn’t lost to the French in the last three 
matches. Denmark will be no pushover against 
the French in match Day 2 and will certainly not 
be intimidated by the world champion or any 
team here.

Key Player
Christian Eriksen
Eriksen was told he would never play again after 
Euro 2020, where he collapsed on the field and 
needed to be resuscitated.

He revived his career at Brentford after the 
incident and nowadays he is the rock in the 
Manchester United midfield. It really is a 
great fairy tale and the greatest part is that he 
heads into a World Cup as a key player for his 
country. The 30-year-old has played 117 times 
for Denmark since 2010, scoring 39 goals from 
central midfield.

Prediction
I think Denmark is a strong side and will be hard 
to beat. It will be one of the best organized 
teams in the tournament. I believe they will 
make it out of the group stage and, with their 
impressive head-to-head record against France, 
Denmark looks like value to top the group at the 
expense of the world champion at +250.

Australia
2022 Outlook
Australia is the 38th-ranked nation on current 
FIFA rankings and heads to Qatar after beating 
Peru 5-4 on penalties to qualify. Australia won 
an Asian Cup in 2015, but there is a huge gulf in 
class from an Asian Cup to a World Cup.

Australia will need a lot more than that gutsy 
Aussie tenacity against both France and 
Denmark. It is difficult to make a case for the 
Aussies against either of the European sides. 
They will be well drilled and organized, but may 
well lack the flair players to break down the two 
favorites.

Key Player
Aaron Mooy
Mooy plys his trade for Scottish giants Celtic, but 
is well known for his time playing in the EPL with 
Huddersfield and Brighton. The 32-year-old has 
appeared 53 times for the Australian national 
team with seven goals from central midfield. 
He will need to be at his best to cope with the 
abundance of talent he faces in the shape of the 
French and Danish midfields.

Prediction
I believe that Australia will really struggle in 
Group D as there is a huge gulf of class between 
the Aussies and France & Denmark. I cannot 
see any other result but defeat for the Green 
and Gold in those games. The only points would 
come in what looks like the battle for the third 
spot with Tunisia.

Tunisia
2022 Outlook
Tunisia had a streak of three World Cup 
qualifications from 1998 to 2006 in a golden 
age of football for the country. It will make an 
impressive sixth appearance in 2022. Now for 
the bad part: Tunisia has never been able to 
progress past the group stage and that won’t 
change in Qatar.

Tunisia arrives here having just won the Kirin 
Cup, beating Japan 3-0 with some great counter-
attacking play. Despite that collective confidence, 
I have to be brutally honest. Like Australia, 
Tunisia is going to struggle to compete with the 
Europeans elite in France and Denmark. The 
Kirin Cup is a world away from the level needed 
to get out of this group.

Key Player
Wahbi Khazri
Khazri is an attacking midfielder who has played 
71 times for Tunisia since 2013 with 24 goals. 
Khazri recently moved from French club Saint-
Étienne to Montpellier, scoring two goals in nine 
games since the move. Khazri is the captain of 
the national team and has represented them at 
five Africa Cup of Nations tournaments and the 
2018 World Cup. He is a real stalwart of the 
Tunisian team, and the players will look to him to 
provide a real attacking threat.

Prediction
You will not be surprised to read that I believe 
Tunisia will fall out at the group stage yet again 
and continue their long streak of going home 
early after not qualifying.
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Spain
2022 Outlook
The Spanish head into this tournament at +800 to 
be crowned World Champions. They are in good 
form heading to Qatar, losing just one game in 
their last 10.

Their last competitive fixture was an impressive 
1-0 win against Portugal with Morata scoring the
only goal in the game in the 88th minute. That
win should have them brimming with confidence.

Although Italy won Euro 2020, Spain was the 
team that impressed me the most. Now two years 
on, the Spanish will be a lot better prepared for 
this World Cup than they were for the European 
Championships.

Luis Enrique’s side is much better than its seventh 
in the FIFA rankings, and I would expect them 
to match that expectation with a quarterfinal at 
least. Spain has a lot of young talent with players 
such as Pedri and Gavi getting better. Both 
of those are in my thoughts for players of the 
tournament. These new potential superstars are 
ready to burst on the World Cup stage and usher 
in a new era for Spanish football.

Key Players
Pedri
Pedri is just 19 and already is the first name 
on the team sheet for both club and country, 
which tells you a great deal as both have quality 
options in his position. For club and country, 
Pedri is beating Frenkie de Jong, Frank Kessie 
and Thiago Alcentara for that center midfielder 
spot and will only get better as he develops. It is 
almost frightening to think he is still a teenager, 
and he has the world at his feet.

Rodri
Rodri, at 26, is one of the best players in the 
EPL and a major part of the Manchester City 
team. That the esteemed Pep Guardiola holds 
him in is a massive clue in itself to what a special 
talent he is. Rodri has played more than 33 
Premier League games every year he has been 
at City and will continue that streak whenever he 
remains fit. Rodri has played 113 times with 12 
goals, not bad for a central defensive midfielder. 
Rodri only got his first cap for Spain in 2018 
because Sergio Busquets has been one of the 
best defensive midfielders in the world for the 
last decade. Busquets was virtually impossible 
to dislodge, given his standing in the game. For 
this World Cup, I believe that it is now Rodri’s 
position to lose.

Prediction
Spain will top this group and will become a major 
force as the tournament progresses. This team is 
better equipped currently than the Germans to 
win this tournament and I will invest in Spain to 
justify -122 favoritism and win Group E. 

Odds to Win Group E

Group e

Preview
SPAIN -112
GERMANY +115
JAPAN 11-1
COSTA RICA 70-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) SPAIN - E1

2) GERMANY - E2

3) JAPAN

4) COSTA RICA

BEST BETS
• Spain to win Group E at -110
• Costa Rica to finish bottom of Group E at -200
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Germany
2022 Outlook
They say, “You can never write off the 
Germans,” but I am going against that 
theory and I am writing off their chances this 
tournament.

The 2014 World Cup winner heads to Qatar as 
the 11th-ranked nation. The Germans suffered a 
shock exit in the last World Cup, losing to South 
Korea in the group stage. That was only the 
second time in World Cup history that Germany 
failed to reach the knockout stages.

Germany has a much younger squad now with 
players such as Jamal Musiala, Kai Havertz and 
Rudiger impressing in the last year. Germany has 
lost just one of its last 10 games and go into this 
tournament in good form. The Germans are now 
without the goals of striker Timo Werner, who is 
ruled out through injury. Because of his omission, 
I can’t see them hurting the big nations. Werner 
is a huge loss and a huge blow to their chances 
of winning this World Cup.
 

Key Players
Jamal Musiala
The England-born German international Jamal 
Musiala has been by far Bayern Munich’s best 
player this season, appearing in 11 games and 
scoring seven goals. The 19-year-old is a certain 
starter for the Germans and will show the world 
how good he is at this World Cup. England had 
the opportunity to play him, but he chose to play 
for Germany instead and he could turn out to be 
one of the stars of the tournament. Will England 
see him as the one that got away?
 
Manuel Neuer
Neuer is now 36 and has been one of the most 
consistent players in the world for the last decade. 
A hugely successful career has seen him winning 
one World Cup, 10 Bundesliga titles and two 
Champions League titles. His great goalkeeping 
rival Ter Stegen has been brilliant for Barcelona 
this season, but the captain Neuer will still be the 
No. 1 going into his last World Cup.

 

Prediction
It’s no surprise that the betting for Group E is 
dominated by Spain and Germany. I expect this 
to play out exactly the way that the bookies see 
it with Spain topping the group and Germany in 
second place. Germany is not as strong a team 
as Spain and will have to settle for second place.
 

Japan
2022 Outlook
I feel a bit sorry for Japan being drawn in the 
same group as Spain and Germany as I thought 
they would be capable of a few surprises 
in Qatar. This draw against two European 
powerhouses makes it tough.

The 24th-ranked side goes into the tournament 
on an unbeaten run, but that will come to a quick 
end when it runs into Spain and Germany.

Japan has qualified for the World Cup on the 
last seven occasions with their first appearance 
coming in 1998. In the last World Cup, Japan 
suffered heartbreak, just missing out to Belgium 
on a 94th-minute winner. The Japanese will 
be well organized and tough to beat, but the 
big two will be too much and we will see them 
eliminated at the group stage.

Key Players
Takehiro Tomiyasu
The Arsenal defender is Mr. Versatile for club 
and country being good enough to play in 
a back 5, back 4 or back 3 playing in every 
defensive position.

Daichi Kamada
The 26-year-old Kamada has played 11 games 
for Frankfurt in the Bundesliga with seven goals 
from the central-attacking midfield spot. His 
fine form has made himself a target for Premier 
clubs with Everton keen on signing the Japanese 
international. His ability to get forward and be 
an attacking threat running from midfield will be 
key to Japan’s chances.
 

Prediction
Whilst I think they are too good to be 
embarrassed in this group, I do think Germany 
and Spain will be too strong for Japan. I have 
Japan beating  Costa Rica for third.

 

Costa Rica
2022 Outlook
Costa Rica has qualified for the World Cup an 
impressive six times, which is more than any 
country in Central America.

The Costa Ricans have had mixed fortunes in 
the tournament, but their highlight was in 2014 
when they beat Italy, Uruguay and drew with 
England. Pura Vida was the cry that year, but 
this team lacks the stars of that vintage and it will 
struggle to replicate anything like that fantastic 
performance of eight years ago. 
 

Key Player
Keylor Navas
The three-time Champions League winner was 
No. 1 for Real Madrid until Courtois signed. The 
goalkeeper left to join PSG and now he has also 
lost the No. 1 jersey there to Italy’s Donnoruma. 
The 35-year-old has no concerns with his country 
as he will always be Costa Rica‘s No. 1 and 
most important player. That will be until the 
day he retires, which may be at the end of this 
tournament. What a fantastic career at club and 
country level he has had, but he may have some 
busy final few games.
 

Prediction
This is not the greatest squad Costa Rica has ever 
sent to a World Cup. I fear they are going to be 
outclassed and are a confident pick to finish at 
the bottom of Group E.



26

Belgium
2022 Outlook
This is a tough group with Belgium the bookies 
favorite at -155 to top it.

There are some that believe that the Belgium 
national side’s golden generation has been and 
gone. Many thought the Belgians would win the 
2018 World Cup, but they came up short, losing 
to France in the semifinals and going on to finish 
third. They may not be the force they were in 
2018, but on their day they can beat any nation.

Belgium has an unwanted distinction: The only 
national team that has topped the FIFA ranking 
and has never won a World Cup or European 
Championships.

The Belgians somewhat surprisingly still sit second 
now behind Brazil in the FIFA rankings, which 
doesn’t match the bookies expectations of their 
chances. Key players such as Eden Hazard and 
Kevin De Bruyne are getting older. In its last 
nine games, Belgium has lost twice, both losses 
coming to Netherlands, and it does concede 
goals, which is a big concern for the latter stages 
of this tournament.

Key Players
Kevin De Bruyne
De Bruyne may be the best player in the EPL 
currently. I struggle to think of a consistently 
better one than the Man City midfield ace.
De Bruyne finished third in the Ballon d’Or and 
comes into the World Cup in great form with his 
club. De Bruyne has 93 games for Belgium with 
only 25 goals, but he provides so many assists. 
It’s no surprise to see him as the favorite for most 
assists in the World Cup. When at his best, as 
any Man City supporter will tell you, he can be 
unstoppable and can win a game single-handed.

Thibaut Courtois
A La Liga, Champions League and Super Cup 
winner, Courtois won mostly everything he could 
win last year and will hope to continue that 
winning feeling with his national team. At Real 
Madrid, he has been in tremendous form with 
perhaps the highlight being his breathtaking 
performance against Liverpool in the Champions 
League final in Paris. That night, he single-
handedly kept the Reds at bay with save after 
save. A repeat of that performance will make him 
a contender for the Golden Glove market, e.g., 
the best goalie of the tournament. Belgium tend 
to let goals in, so Courtois playing at the top of 
his game is even more important.

Prediction
Belgium will win the group in what I expect to 
be one of the most entertaining in the whole 
tournament. I would expect goals in Belgium 
matches and over 2.5 bettors should enjoy their 
group fixtures.

Odds to Win Group F

Group f

Preview
BELGIUM -155
CROATIA +225
MOROCCO +900
CANADA 12-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) BELGIUM - F1

2) CANADA - F2

3) CROATIA

4) MOROCCO

BEST BETS
• Croatia not to qualify +150
• Canada to qualify +300
• Morocco to finish bottom +136
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Croatia
2022 Outlook
Croatia surprised many handicappers at the 
2018 World Cup by reaching the final, but 
not me. Four years ago, Croatia was my pre-
tournament tip on VSiN at 66-1.

Heading into Qatar, Croatia is unbeaten in five 
matches and ranked No. 12 in the FIFA rankings. 
That might seem high, considering the team 
arrives in form and was a World Cup finalist. But 
players such Ivan Rakitic and Luka Modric are 
past their best. Those two Croatia legends are 
playing in what will certainly be their last World 
Cup, and I am not expecting too much from 
Croatia this time around.

Key Player
Luka Modric
Even at 37, he is still one of the best midfielders 
in the world and played a key role in the La Liga 
and Champions League run for Real Madrid 
last season. His experience of playing top-level 
football was invaluable for Madrid and his 
national team will look to draw on it here.

For his nation to go deep, the three-time Spanish 
champion must perform at his best and that is a 
big ask.

Prediction
This is an aging Croatia team that certainly 
peaked at the last World Cup. I don’t expect 
anywhere near the same from them four years 
on, and I am betting them not to get out of 
Group F. Despite my fond memories of them in 
2018, realism is everything and I think this is a 
World Cup too far for this team.

Canada
2022 Outlook
Canada heads into this World Cup not in the best 
of form. The team has only won two of their last 
seven games, but I still believe it can go well in 
Qatar.

The Canadians will play in the World Cup for the 
first time in 36 years, only the second time ever. 
They have been rewarded with a tough Group!
Despite that, Canada, which will host the 2026 
World Cup with the U.S. and Mexico, is one to 
keep in mind on match bets. Every World Cup 
has its surprises and Canada can be one such 
team.

Key Player
Alphonso Davies
The Bayern Munich fullback is one of the fastest 
and most electric players in the world. The 
ground he can make up on others either to catch 
them defensively or go past them offensively can 
be breathtaking.

Davies has only played 34 times for Canada, 
but has scored 12 times with him playing in a 
more attacking role for his national team than 
the German champions. His pace can be more 
effective offensively in this role for the national 
team.

The 21-year-old is easily Canada’s best player 
and is a fright to any defender when in full 
throttle. The leaky Belgium defense and the aging 
Croatia rearguard should be having nightmares 
about that right now.

Prediction
I believe Canada will surprise many at this 
World Cup and with Croatia vulnerable at these 
championships the Canadians look the most 
likely to capitalize. I look for Canada to qualify 
through to the knockout stages. Many will see 
this group as an easy qualification for Croatia, 
but I take Canada to provide a shock and send 
the Croatians home.

Morocco
2022 Outlook
Morocco arrives here after defeating mighty 
Botswana to qualify for the World Cup. It is 
Morocco’s sixth time, an impressive achievement 
but it faces tough opposition in Group F. Though 
its players will be comfortable in the humid 
conditions in the desert, this is still a big step up 
and I can’t see them qualifying. 

Key Player
Achraf Hakimi
Hakimi is a key player for both his club and 
country and has appeared 53 times for Morocco 
with eight goals. He plays with PSG in France, 
so he will not be intimidated by anybody. Hakimi 
was Morocco’s main man at the Africa Cup of 
Nations, and he can be deadly from set-pieces. 
He could be someone to watch out for at big 
odds in anytime goalscorer markets. On his day, 
he is a threat to any team and he will need to fire 
on all cylinders in this World Cup.

Prediction
Morocco will have its moments, but still finish at 
the bottom in what I expect to be a close and 
exciting group with everybody taking points off 
each other.
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Brazil
2022 Outlook
Brazil goes into the tournament as the +400 
favorite to win the World Cup for what would be 
a record-breaking sixth time. 

The most famous and most revered country in 
World Cup history, Brazil is the only national 
team to have played in all of the World Cups. 
That pedigree along with obvious talent makes it 
the team to beat in Qatar.

Brazil has always had an abundance of attacking 
flair, and goal scoring has rarely been an issue. 
It also could be said that historically Brazil 
has had a soft core both in defense and in the 
goalkeeping position. The class of 2022, though, 
is a different beast. It has  strength all over the 
pitch including in defense as well as the usual 
abundance of attacking stars. The Brazilians have 
world-class cover in every position and appear to 
have no obvious weaknesses.

Key Players
Neymar
Neymar is the Golden Boy of the Brazilian team, 
and he has had an incredible season for his club 
PSG this season. Neymar has 18 goals and 12 
assists in just 12 games. It’s no surprise he is 
among the favorites for top goals, top assists and 
player of the tournament.

The 30-year-old has already played 121 times 
for his country in a 12-year international career 
with an impressive 75 goals. He arrives at this 
World Cup at the peak of his powers and will be 
looking to carry his nation to yet another World 
Cup.

Vinicius Junior
Valued at 50 million Euros, Vinicius Junior 
revived his career last year with Real Madrid 
and proved his worth by helping the Spanish 
giants win Champions League and La Liga titles 
weighing in with 27 goals in 35 games for a 
winger. Brazil will be looking for him to continue 
his incredible form and torture defenses from out 
wide. 
 

Prediction
Brazil will justify its favored status and win this 
group, but its matches will not be full of goals like 
teams from previous years. This team possesses 
a strong defensive unit, and I expect them to win 
matches in a controlled and professional manner.
 

Odds to Win Group G

Group g

Preview
BRAZIL -305
SERBIA  +600
SWITZERLAND  +600
CAMEROON  20-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) BRAZIL - G1

2) SERBIA - G2

3) SWITZERLAND

4) CAMEROON

BEST BETS
• Serbia to qualify +120
• Cameroon to finish bottom of the group at -136
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Serbia
2022 Outlook
This will be the fourth World Cup appearance 
from Serbia, which has previously participated in 
2006, 2010 and 2018.

The Serbians have never progressed past the 
group stage, but this is the best squad they have 
ever taken to a major tournament. They are my 
dark horse in the competition, and the Serbians 
are the ones I believe could surprise in Qatar at 
100-1 odds!

Serbia arrives in good form and is unbeaten in 
five games. Its tenacity coupled with its technical 
ability will make for a tough side to beat.

Key Player
Dusan Vlahovic
The Juventus striker has only appeared 16 times 
for Serbia, making his debut in 2020, but he has 
scored 8 goals during that short International 
career. Vlahovic hasn’t enjoyed the best start 
in Turin at Juventus with him struggling to find a 
regular place after being a regular at Fiorentina. 
When he plays in the national side, he is a 
different player, full of confidence. His strike 
partnership with Fulham’s in-form Aleksandar 
Mitrovic is one of the strongest in the tournament. 
I believe nobody will want to face the Serbians if 
they make the last 16 and that strike partnership 
can cause problems for anyone.
 

Prediction
I believe that Serbia will make it through to the 
knockout stage for the first time, as runner-up 
behind Brazil. It’s a close call with Switzerland, 
but Serbia possesses a greater goal threat and 
that sways my decision. I expect the Serbians 
to get better as the tournament progresses and 
become the surprise team in Qatar.
 

Switzerland
2022 Outlook
The Swiss are ranked 15th in the FIFA rankings, 
but on current form they are arguably 
undervalued in that assessment.

They arrive In Qatar on the back of some 
incredible results in the Nations League, beating 
Spain and Portugal. Before we get too carried 
away with ourselves, we ought to remember 
many European powerhouses didn’t seem that 
interested in the Nations League with the start of 
the World Cup so close. Impressive results on the 
face of it, but can we completely believe them?

Euro 2020 saw the Swiss get a heroic win 
by beating World Cup champion France on 
penalties to eliminate the tournament favorite 
and they face the favored Brazil in Group G. 
Can they do it again? The players will come here 
with plenty of belief given recent results, but still I 
very much doubt it.
 

Key Player
Granit Xhaka
The Swiss captain has appeared 106 times for his 
country and is playing some of his best football 
of his career currently with his club Arsenal 
topping the EPL.

Xhaka is a fiery competitor and in this group I 
expect some explosive fixtures. I am not sure that 
the Arsenal man will be able to keep a lid on his 
temper and retain his composure in the pressure 
cooker of a World Cup.
 

Prediction
It’s going to be close, but even with its impressive 
recent Nations League campaign, I feel that 
Switzerland will just miss out on qualification from 
Group G with a third-place finish.
 

Cameroon
2022 Outlook
Cameroon is 43rd in the FIFA rankings. After 
carefully looking at the squad and form, I have 
come to the conclusion that they are likely to 
struggle at this World Cup.

Cameroon finished a respectable third at the 
Africa Cup of Nations, but this is a big step 
up in quality. Sadly, African soccer — after its 
heady days in the ‘90s — is going backward on 
the world stage. Cameroon’s struggles will only 
serve to confirm that narrative.

Key Player
Zambo Anguissa
Anguissa has been brilliant for an excellent 
Napoli side so far this season with two goals in 
10 starts. He plays in a central defensive midfield 
position and has been a key figure in keeping 
Napoli solid at the back. He has helped Napoli 
to win its Champions League group and top Serie 
A, and he will hope to continue this form during 
the World Cup. He will have to show his best 
form as Cameroon will be under huge defensive 
pressure from all three other sides in this group.
 

Prediction
Unfortunately, I can see this World Cup ending 
in embarrassment, given the gulf between 
Cameroon and the other teams in a strong 
group. Cameroon is a confident pick to finish at 
the bottom of Group G.
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Portugal
2022 Outlook
I really like the look of Portugal at +1500 to win 
this World Cup. So much so that the Portuguese 
are my second pick behind Argentina to triumph 
in Qatar.

This will be Ronaldo’s last major tournament, and 
I am expecting him to arrive fit and motivated 
after not playing often for Manchester United 
this season.

The 2016 European Championship winners have 
their strongest squad for many years, including 
a heavy Manchester City influence. The winning 
habits they learn there can only help their 
national side. The City stars are Bernardo Silva, 
Joao Cancelo and Ruben Dias all who will play 
a major role. Portugal will be without Liverpool’s 
Diogo Jota, which is a blow. But the Portuguese 
have so much young talent coming through, 
and this is a squad for the present as well as the 
future. They have the options and overall strength 
to still challenge despite Jota’s absence.
 

Key Players
Cristiano Ronaldo
The superstar known as CR7 is the man who has 
won everything possible except one thing, the 
World Cup. At 37, this is not only his last chance, 
but I firmly believe it is his best chance of finally 
getting his hands on the famous trophy.

He will come in fresh after being dropped by 
Manchester United throughout the season.  With 
a mind-blowing world record of 117 goals in 191 
games for Portugal, he would like nothing more 
than to win this and break even more records on 
the biggest stage of all.
 
Joao Cancelo
Under the masterful guidance of Pep Guardiola 
at Man City, Cancelo has made himself the best 
fullback in the world. He brings the option of 
being able to play both left and right back for 
club and country. Cancelo is an incredible assist 
maker and a nice pick in that prop market. If not 
being the best fullback in the world is enough, he 
also has an eye for goals, which makes him the 
complete footballer. He looks set to have a huge 
World Cup.

Prediction
This is the best Portuguese squad for a 
generation, and it might help that all the pressure 
is not on Ronaldo. So often, Ronaldo has had 
to carry this nation on his shoulders, but not 
this time. I like Portugal’s chances in Qatar, and 
I believe the team will start fast and justify its 
favored status in the group.
 

Odds to Win Group H

Group h

Preview
PORTUGAL -167
URUGUAY +210
GHANA  13-1
SOUTH KOREA  13-1

Nigel Seeley’s Predictions
1) PORTUGAL - H1

2) URUGUAY - H2

3) SOUTH KOREA

4) GHANA

BEST BETS
• Uruguay to finish second (+150)
• Ghana to finish bottom (+110)
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Ghana
2022 Outlook
As I have mentioned in these group previews, 
I feel that African soccer has gone backward 
quickly. That view is highlighted by Ghana being 
ranked 61st heading into this World Cup on the 
FIFA rankings.

Ghana comes to Qatar after an embarrassing 
Africa Cup of Nations campaign during which 
it failed to win a match. If the Ghanaians are to 
produce anything at this tournament, they need 
to turn the form book on its head, and I am not 
sure this poor team is capable of that.

 

Key Player
Thomas Partey
After years of injury problems, we are seeing 
the real Partey this season as he has been a 
revelation for Arsenal at the Emirates. He has 
partnered with Granit Xhaka effectively in that 
midfield.

Partey is by far the best player on this Ghanaian 
side as well as the most experienced and 
influential. The problem for him and Ghana in 
general is the rest of the squad is not up to the 
standard to be competitive at this World Cup.

Prediction
Ghana will be eliminated in the group stages 
— of that, I have no doubt. I would expect 
them to finish at the bottom of Group H. The 
African domination of the World Cup, which 
was predicted not too long ago, has simply not 
materialized.
 

South Korea
2022 Outlook
South Korea has proven World Cup credentials 
and travel to the Middle East in good form with 
just one one defeat in its last eight matches.
This is a tough group for South Korea, which was 
eliminated in the group stage in 2018. I expect 
that to be the case again at this World Cup. The 
South Koreans cannot be completely overlooked 
to pull off a shock as they showed by beating 
Germany 2-0 in the final group match in Russia in 
2018. No team will take South Korea lightly.
 

Key Player
Son Heung-min 
Son is the pin-up boy of Asian football and, 
although he isn’t having the best of seasons at 
Tottenham, he comes into this tournament as 
last season’s EPL joint top goal scorer. At 30, he 
knows this could be his last World Cup.

His goals will give South Korea an edge over 
Ghana, but South Korea will need more than the 
Tottenham star if it is to progress to the knockout 
stage.

 

Prediction
I believe South Korea will miss out on 
qualification by finishing third. Son’s goal threat 
should give it an edge over Ghana, but I can’t 
see the South Koreans hurting either Portugal or 
Uruguay. They simply don’t have the firepower to 
trouble the likely top two.

 

Uruguay
2022 Outlook
The South Americans currently sit in 14th place 
in the FIFA rankings and head into the World 
Cup in a confident mood. There is no doubt 
they are an improving nation with players such 
as Federico Valverde and Ronald Araujo. This 
Uruguay team goes in as second favorite at +210 
in Group H, which is a fair assessment. The team 
finished in the last eight of the last two Copa 
Americas and is always a difficult side to beat. I 
do not expect that to change at this tournament.

Key Player
Federico Valverde
The Real Madrid central midfielder/winger has 
six goals and two assists and has undoubtedly 
been Real Madrid’s best player this season. At 
6 feet, he is a commanding but skilful presence 
in the Uruguay midfield and is expected to be a 
star in Qatar.

Learning from players such as Luka Modric and 
Toni Kroos at Real Madrid, Valverde is playing 
the best of his career. At 24 in the peak of his 
fitness with a mid-season World Cup, he should 
be a key figure for his nation.
 
 

Prediction
Yet again, the bookies have the group betting 
bang on the money. I believe that a strong 
Uruguay side will make it out of the group 
in second place behind Portugal. When the 
Uruguayans do make the last 16, they will 
improve and nobody will want to run into the 
two-time winner.




